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between Great Britain and Germany on September 3, 1939, 
Pv Mes meet) ' 


Letter August 22, 1989, from the Prime Minister to the 
| y German Chancellor. « 


10 Downing Street, August 22, 1989. 
already heard of certain measures taken 
‚and announced in the press and on the 
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T These steps have, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, 
been rendered necessary by the military movements which have been 
reported from Germany, and by the fact that apparently the announce- 
ment of a German-Soviet Agreement is taken in some quarters in 
Berlin to indicate that intervention by Great Britain on behalf of 
is no longer a contingency that need be reckoned with. No 

ter mistake could be made. Whatever may prove to be the nature 

the German-Soviet Agreement, it cannot alter Great Britain's 

ion to Poland which His Majesty's Government have stated in 

ie repeatedly and plainly, and which they are determined to 


Tt has been alleged that, if His Majesty's Government had made 
ir position more clear in 1914, the great catastrophe would have 
avoided. Whether or not there is any force in that allegation, 
Majesty’s Government are resolved that on this occasion there 
shall be no such tragic misunderstanding. 
> If the case should arise, they are resolved, and prepared, to employ 
Without delay all the forces at their command, and it is impossible to 
the end of hostilities once engaged. It would be a dangerous 
sion to think that, if war once starts, it will come to an early end 
if a success on any one of the several fronts on which it will be 
8 should have been secured. 
Having thus made our position perfectly clear, T wish to repeat to 
you my conviction that war between our two peoples would be the 
| t calamity that could occur, I am certain that it is desired 
ither by our people, nor by yours, and I cannot see that there is 
anything in the questions arising between Germany and Poland which 
could not and should not be resolved without the use of force, if only a 
situation of confidence could be restored to enable discussions to be 
‚ tarried on in an atmosphere different from that which prevails to-day. 
We have been, and at all times will be, ready to assist in creating 
conditions in which such negotiations could take place, and in which 
it might be possible concurrently to discuss the wider probleme 
affecting the future of international relations, including matters of 
“Interest to us and to you. Kia 
The difficulties in the way of any peaceful discussion in the 
present state of tension are, however, obvious, and the longer that 
fension is maintained, the harder-will it be for reason to prevail. 
These difficulties, however, might be mitigated, if not removed, 
provided that there could for an initial period be a truce on both 
sides—and indeed on all sides—to press polemics and to all 
incitement. J 
__ If such a truce could be arranged, then, at the end of that period, 
‘during which steps could be taken to examine and deal with com- 
plaints made by either side as to the treatment of minorities, it 18 
reasonable to hope that suitable conditions might have been estab- 
lished for direct negotiations between Germany and Poland upon the 
issues between them (with the aid of a neutral intermediary, if both 
sides should think that that would be helpful). 
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But I am bound to say that there would be slender hope of 
ingi “Negotiations to successful issue unless it were under- 
beforehand that any settlement reached would, when concluded, 
Powers. His Majesty’s Government would 
to make such contribution. as they could to the 
such guarantees, 

I confess I can see no other way to avoid a 

will involve Europe in war. . 
grave consequences to humanity, which may follow 
of their rulers, I trust that Your Excellency will 
utmost deliberation the considerations which I have 


‘Yours sincerely 


NEVILLE — 


-No. 57. 
Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifaz (received August 24). 


rung up again by Stace Secretary 
lephone asking for gist of letter and referring to. publication 
of some private letter addressed to Herr Hitler last year. I told Baron 
von Weizsäcker that I had no recollection of publication of any private 
letter last year and' assured him that there was no intention of pub- 
lishing this one. As regards Prime Minister's letter I said that its 
three main points were (1) that His re de Government was 
determined to fulfil their obligations to Poland, (2) that they were 
— provided a peace atmosphere was created, to discuss all. 
lems affecting our two countries, and (8) that during period of 
truce they would welcome direct discussions between Poland and 
Germany in regard to minorities, 
- State Secretary appeared to r 


egard these replies as likely to be 
satisfactory, but deferred a final answer till 8 a.m. this morning. At 


that hour he telephoned me to say that arrangements made had been 


ed and that he would accom to h 
leaving Berlin at 9-80 a.m. company me to Berchtesgaden, 


We arrived Salzburg soon after 11 a.m, and motored to Berchtes- 


gaden, where I was received by Herr Hitler shortly after 1r.u. I had 
derived impression that atmosphere. was likely to'be most unfriendly 
and that probability was that interview would be exceedingly brief. 
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I hereby certify that the annexed document Il~ lA- SE 
No, ah- Ja is a photostat of an original 
document submitted in evidence by the Pridinh 
Prosecution under this number, The original document 
has been withdrawn in accordance with Rule 10 of the 
International Military Tribunal, and to the best of 
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